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Tuesdays, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm                                                               

Course Description 
Welcome to Inside Washington: Politics and Policy. During this 
semester, we will review the institutions of American government 
and a number of public policies. These policies include economic 
and social policies such as the budget, campaign finance, gun 
control, abortion, education, and the death penalty. 
 
This course is designed as an experiential seminar with a focus on 
the politics and policies in the national policymaking process. Your 
informed input is extremely important. You are expected to 
contribute to our class discussion and to carefully follow the 
arguments presented by our guest speakers. The assigned readings 
will complement our visits and will be useful during our discussions 
with public policy experts.  

Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this course, students will be able to: 
 Identify the justification for government action on public policy 

issues, and analyze the importance of government institutions 
and processes      

 Analyze the politics of public policy decision making and the 
pros and cons of different policy options 

 Evaluate theories related to the public policy process 
 Apply an understanding of the public policy process to a specific 

policy issue 
 Engage thoughtfully with public policy experts   
 Develop written communication skills by completing reaction 

papers and a policy analysis paper 

Required Texts and Materials 
Readings will be emailed to you or links are posted in the syllabus 
online. 
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Course Requirements 

Attendance and Speaker Visits (6% of final grade) 
It is very important that you pay close attention to the policy experts who visit class. You are 
highly encouraged to ask these speakers questions. 

Attentiveness, Informed Comments (6% of final grade) 
Active participation in this class is essential for you to gain the most from the class and for the 
class to work well. It requires attention to peer comments, speaker presentations and my brief 
lectures and comments. Classroom behavior includes being present, considerate, and not 
distracted during class.  
 
In class and during visits from speakers, you should refrain from: 
 Using your phone or your laptop 
 Having a side conversation with a classmate 
 Interrupting a speaker or a classmate, or speaking out of turn 
 Otherwise being inattentive 
Inconsiderate behavior as detailed above will result in a lower participation grade; persistent 
inattentive or inconsiderate behavior may result in a lower final grade. 

Weekly Position Papers (27% of final grade; 9 papers at 3% each) 
A one-page typed position paper is due each week. These papers are based on the readings. 
You will write about one idea in the readings that you found interesting. Your paper must 
include a thesis and use evidence from the readings to support your position. 
 
Your paper is due each week at the beginning of class. Late papers are not accepted. If you 
miss the class, your paper is due by the 1 pm on the day that you missed the class. You may 
email your papers by 9 pm the day before our class. You may not redo your papers but if your 
papers improve during the semester, I will take this into account when reviewing your final 
grade. 

Site Visits (12% of final grade; 3 visits at 4% each) 
You will visit the National Museum of African American History and Culture, the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Congress, and the Pentagon.  

Movie Paper (9% of final grade) 
You will write a 450-500 word position paper on the movie Recount. 

Final Paper (20%) 
You will write a four-page position paper (1000 words). We will discuss this paper in more 
detail in class. Paper is due on Monday, April 29th. You must write your paper on one of the 
topics we reviewed in class. If you copy any part of your final paper without attribution, you 
will automatically receive a 0.  

Final Exam (20%) 
Final Exam Due by 4 pm on Tuesday, April 30th (emailed to me).  
 
The final exam is based on your readings, class discussions and the information we learn from 
speaker visits. I do not accept information from web searches of the speakers or the 
organizations that we visit. I take notes during speaker presentations and evaluate your ability 
to closely follow each of our speaker’s main points. 



 

Course Policies 

Absences 
The courses offered through the Washington Internship Institute are integral to the academic 
internship program. These courses often feature site visits or guest speakers--one-of-a-kind 
opportunities that benefit students enormously. Because course meetings occur only once a 
week, missing a class has deleterious effects on the student's progress and access to these 
opportunities in the course.  
 
Attendance in class is mandatory. However, to accommodate the unexpected as well as the 
student's internship experience, two excused absences are allowed. Excused absences include 
an absence due to illness, an emergency, or a mandatory event connected to their internship. 
Absences will only be considered excused if I am notified in advance or by the end of the 
scheduled class meeting time.  
 
More than two excused absences will result in a 5-point deduction from the student’s final 
average. Each unexcused absence will result in a 5-point deduction from the student’s final 
grade.  

Late Assignments 
No late papers will be accepted, unless you make arrangements with me in advance. 

Academic Honesty 
If you copy any part of your final paper without attribution, I will refer the paper to the 
Washington Internship Institute staff. All members of this academic community are expected to 
abide by ethical standards, both in their conduct and in their exercise of responsibilities toward 
other members of the community. I expect students to understand and adhere to basic 
standards of honesty and academic integrity. These standards include: 1. Papers and 
assignments prepared independently. Students never represent the ideas or the language of 
others as their own; 2. Students neither give nor receive assistance with examinations; 3. 
Students do not represent work completed for one course as original work for another or 
deliberately disregard course rules and regulations. 

Cell Phones 
Please make sure that your cell phone is turned off during our class meetings. If you are 
awaiting an important call, please turn your phone to silent and exit the room quietly to take 
this call. 

Computers  
The use of computers is not permitted in our class, when we host speakers, or visit 
organizations.   

Students with Disabilities 
If you need special accommodations to help you with this course or transportation to field 
visits I encourage you to come talk to me. I want to make this course accessible to everyone. 
  



 

Grade Scale 
A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D F 
97-
100 

93-96 90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 65-66 <65 

Course Schedule 
Week 1, Tuesday, January 22: Introduction 
 Introduction and Course Overview 
 Student Introductions 
 How to Make American Politics Less Rotten 
 
Week 2, Tuesday, January 29: Political Polarization and Governance 
 Read: “Polarization in America” CQ Researcher  
 Question: Does Political Polarization Threaten Democracy? or What can be done to prevent 

the breakdown of the Political System? 
 Organization: Third Way 
 
Week 3, Tuesday, February 5: Impeachment 
 Read:  CQ Researcher, Nov. 2018 
 Read: "Can Donald Trump Be Impeached for Incompetence” 
 Read: The People vs. Donald Trump 
 Read:  Indispensable Remedy: The Broad Scope of the Constitution's Impeachment Power  
 Question: Should President Donald Trump be Impeached?  
 Organization: Cato Institute 
  
Week 4, Tuesday, February 12: Capitol Hill Visit 
 Complete worksheet 
 
Week 5, Tuesday, February 19: Campaign Finance Reform 
 Read: “Campaign Finance: Does Big Money in Politics Subvert Democracy?” CQ Researcher  
 Question: What, if anything, should we do to control the effects of money in politics?  
 Organization: National Institute for Civil Discourse, Common Sense America 
 
Week 6, Tuesday, February 26: The Budget 
 Read: “The National Debt: Do Rising Deficits Threaten the Economy?” CQ Researcher 
 Read: Concord Coalition Budget Talk 
 Question: What actions, if any, should the federal government take to reduce the national 

debt? 
 Organization: The Hub Project 
 
Week 7, Tuesday, March 5: Inequality 
 Read: “Wealth and Inequality: Doe the gap between the Rich and Poor threaten 

Democracy?” CQ Researcher 
 “The One Percent” 

https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/mankiw/files/defending_the_one_percent_1.pdf 
 Question:  What, if anything, should the government do to reduce the income gap? 
 Organization:  Brookings Institution 
  

https://www.cato.org/blog/impeachment-impulsive-ignorant-incompetence
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/05/opinion/sunday/trump-impeachment.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fdavid-leonhardt&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=8&pgtype=collection
https://www.cato.org/publications/white-paper/indispensable-remedy-broad-scope-constitutions-impeachment-power


 

 
Week 8, Tuesday, March 12: Movie: Recount 
 Question: Which side, the Republicans (Bush) or the Democrats (Gore) made the best case 

for their respective positions on the recounting of votes in the presidential election of 
2000?  

 
Week 9, Tuesday, March 19: Gun Control 
 Read: "Have Efforts to Control Firearms Reached a Turning Point?” CQ Researcher 
 Question: Should lawmakers tighten restrictions on guns? 
 Organization: Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun Violence  
 
Week 10, Tuesday, March 26: Visit the National Museum of African American History & 
Culture or the Holocaust Museum 
 Question: How does the Holocaust Museum or the National Museum of African American 

History help us understand the past and the present? (250 words) 
 George F. Will’s column on the Holocaust Museum: A Showcase of the Vilest and Noblest 

Manifestation of Humanity 
 
Week 11, Tuesday, April 2: Death Penalty 
 Read: "Death Penalty Debates," CQ Researcher   
 Question: Should the United States abolish the death penalty?   
 Organization: Death Penalty Information Center 
 
Week 12, Tuesday, April 9: Pentagon Visit 
 Location: Pentagon Metro station 
 Time: 2:00 pm 
 Complete worksheet 
 
Week 13, Tuesday, April 16: Transgender Rights 
 Read: “Are advances for the Transgender Community in Peril?” CQ Researcher 
 Read:  New York Times Article on Transgender Rights Case: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/21/us/politics/transgender-trump-administration-sex-
definition.html 

 Question: Should anti-discrimination laws be extended to transgender people?  
 Organization: National Center for Transgender Equality 
 
Week 14, Tuesday, April 23: Abortion 
 Read “Abortion Debates: Will the Supreme Court Impose New Restrictions?” 
 Question: Should the United States place more restrictions on abortion? 
 Organization: NARAL Pro-Choice 
 
Week 15, Tuesday, April 30: Final Assignments   
 Final take-home exam due Tuesday, April 30 
 Final take-home exam emailed to students on Wednesday, April 22 
 Final paper due Monday, April 29 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-showcase-of-the-vilest-and-noblest-manifestations-of-humanity/2018/04/25/a936e410-47f4-11e8-827e-190efaf1f1ee_story.html?utm_term=.0fd957d06175
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-showcase-of-the-vilest-and-noblest-manifestations-of-humanity/2018/04/25/a936e410-47f4-11e8-827e-190efaf1f1ee_story.html?utm_term=.0fd957d06175
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/21/us/politics/transgender-trump-administration-sex-definition.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/21/us/politics/transgender-trump-administration-sex-definition.html
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